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Joining Forces with Water! Deciphering Aquifers and Stretching 
the Imagination Downwards

REGNA DARNELL DISTINGUISHED LECTURE 
in Theory, Ethnography and Activism in Anthropology

As people come to terms with their sense of 
geological presence, they increasingly stretch 
their imagination downwards. By imagining 
how everyday activities reach into vast 
geological space, everyday people in Costa 
Rica are expanding their social circles, and 
connecting with new scientific and political 
resources to collectively decipher aquifers. In 
this talk I reflect on those efforts and think of 
them as gatherings of the imagination that 
make visible how by joining forces with water, 
the world inevitably expands downwards.
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